An approach to patient assessment and preparation in cutaneous oncology.
An outline of the many phases of preoperative evaluation of the dermatologic surgery patient is presented. Special emphasis is given to patient assessment and to patient preparation. The purpose of this review is not to create a compendium of steps that one must slavishly perform before each surgical procedure. Instead, it represents an effort to emphasize the importance of adequate preoperative evaluation and to discuss some of the subtleties that may be overlooked by the dermatologic surgeon.